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AP United States History (212)
First Semester Review Guide, 2010-2011
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The midterm examination for this course will consist of multiple choice questions based on material covered

in the first semester. Several questions will require you to place major historical events in chronological
order. Additionally, you will be assessed on topics that span a wider range of history than was covered on a
single unit exam and several questions will be based on the interpretation of a primary source, map or chart. Below is a list of
concepts, questions and terms that | hope will help you focus your studies. | also encourage you to use the online practice
questions from our textbook’s website and from Pojer’s website.

Please note that the review below is intended to help you review the entire semester; however, not every item below will be
included on the exam. Keep your notes on this review for the AP exam!

Unit 1: Colonial America |

e Native American settlements (North America vs. South America; pre-Columbian; overall similarities/differences)

e Describe the triangular trade between North America, Europe, and Africa (Columbian Exchange &
significance/impact for Native Americans)

e The Atlantic World / early slave trade

e Understand the basic timeline:

Crusades = Prot. Reformation/nation states - Spanish Armada 2>
English settlement

e Jamestown —settlement, problems, successful economy, House of
Burgesses

e  Why did separatist Puritans choose Plymouth? (understand separatists vs.
non-separatist Puritans)

e Winthrop sMBessathAonseand Bay;

e How did Chesapeake tobacco growers respond to fluctuations in the
economy? Geography?

e Be familiar with the basic timeline of colonial settlements, from Virginia to
Georgia (including important social and political events, such as the shift
to salutary neglect)

e Know the reasons why major colonies were founded

e Understand the role of Religion in America (from causes of New World
settlement to religious tolerance, or lack thereof)

e South Carolina: reasons for settlement, and economy

e Middle Colonies (why were they called the bread colonies?)

e  What is mercantilism? Know the Dominion of New England. Why did
colonists enjoy British salutary neglect?

e Bacon’ s ;R&balgl Poaml i p’ s

e The Great Awakening —characteristics / significance

e How did the economies of the colonies compare to Europe in the 17"/18" centuries?

e Know the major economic identities and goods/crops produced for each colonial region

e Mercantilism and Salutary Neglect (very important)

e Concept of i“srhinpemt”s as

Understand the basic timeline
of English settlement,
colonization and problems:

First settlements
(1607-1630s)
7

English Civil War and Restoration
Navigation Acts

stofgtign §qipniegand Grpwh |
ominion of New England 1785
to Glorious Rev 1788 and Salutary
Neglect
Conflicts with the French
(1660s-1750s)
EnlightenmeriE/Great Awak.
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French & Indian War
(1754-1763)
7

Return of mercantilism
(1763-1775)
\

American Revolution
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Unit 2: Revolutionary America

e Colonial/World Wars pre-1754; Causes of the French & Indian War
e Significance of the French & Indian War and end results (Treaty of Paris of 1763)
o Remember the BIG PICTURE: What are the long term and short term causes leading to Independence?



e  What was British mercantilist doctrine by the mid-1700s? What was expected of the colonies? What did Great
Britain expect to accomplish by returning to mercantilism in 17637

e Understand and recognize major events leading to Revolution: Proclamation of 1763, Stamp Act; Declaratory
Act; Townshend Duties; Boston Massacre; Boston Tea Party

e What did Thomas Paine advocate in Common Sense?

e Why were delegates at the Continental Congress hesitant to issue an independence declaration?

What was included in the Declaration of Independence? What was excluded?

How was French assistance beneficial?

Major turning point battles?

Revolutionary egalitarianism, the concept of republican motherhood and the ignorance of the slavery debate

e Why was the Continental Congress cautious in drafting the Articles of Confederation?

e End of the war/Treaty of Paris of 1783

e What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

e SOCIAL EFFECTS OF THE REVOLUTION (discussed in-depth!)

Unit 3: Constitution to the 1812 War

e Shays Rebellion and significance

e Call for a Constitutional Convention / significance of those who attended?

¢ James Madison’'s significance

e Plans presented at the Convention? Compromises made?

e Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists, major arguments and results (Look back to the primary source readings:
Federalist No. 10 & No. 51)

e The Bill of Rights

e Al exander Hamilton’s Financi al Program (detail s,
e Issues in the 1°* Administration: Whiskey Rebellion; Formation of the first political party system
e I ssues in neutrality: Neutrality Proclamation; Ja

e How did the “ un dwho Waapurgsited by the Alien dndeSedition Acts?

El ection (ori1800Revol ution”) of

Louisiana Purchase — original intent, significance, etc.

Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Slave rebellion in Haiti; Gabriel Prosser (overall effects of slave rebellions — covered in Units 3-5)

e Problems in the western territories (from the Appalachianstothe Mi s si ssi ppi ): early acH
Confederacy, etc.

e Foreign problems leading to the War of 1812: Embargo = Non-Intercourse Act > Ma c o n

e |mpressments

e Why are the western battles at Tippecanoe 1811 (Harrison) and Horseshoe Bend 1813 (Jackson) significant?

e Hartford Convention/political significance

e What was included in the Treaty of Ghent? When was it signed?

s Bill # 2

Unit 4: Nationalism, Sectionalism, and the Age of Jackson

e Effects/overall significance of the War of 1812
e Nationalism / Era of Good Feelings and the complexities in its name
e What was Clay’s " American System”? Why was it de
e Recognize major events of the Monroe Years:
0 Panic of 1819
0 McCullochv. Maryland (1819) state? (r evi ew “Judi ci al Natiojnalism”/
0 Florida situation and the Adams-Onis Treaty (1819)
e The Missouri Compromise (1820) —significance for the time period; later significance
e The Monroe Doctrine (1823)
e Election of 1824 details/significance
e What did the era of Populerviegwofehmmi®oftherfederal’governenent? ?



e Why was Jackson’'s election in 1828 a revolution?
e Jackson as President: internal improvements/view of government; spoils system; etc
e Three main crises of the Jackson presidency:
0 Indian Removal in the 1830s
0 Nullification Crisis and Compromise Tariff
0 The Bank War
e National Republicans 2 Whig Party
Panic of 1837 causes and political results
American settlement in Texas = Texas War for Independence - debates on annexation
What resulted from the transportation revolution?
Immigration and nativism in the early-mid 1800s - political action and even violence!
e “Cult of domesticity” and the changing roles of w
e Be familiar with the growth of industry and its significance/consequences for both North and South
e Understand the major concepts and themes of the Market Revolution
e Be familiar with the Second Great Awakening (effects/significance)
e Education movement
e Mormons —founding / movement west / leaders
e Transcendentalism
e Reform Leaders: Stanton and Mott; William L. Garrison; Dorthea Dix
e ! YRSNEGllIYR (GKS AA3IYyAFAOFIYOS 2F GKS 1 yiGSoStfdzy wST¥
02 YY2Y cYeligWwhe group activities

Unit 5: Expansion, Reforms, and the Crisis of the 1850s

e Antebellum Slavery
o Why was pnpgtton tKe South? How did it become *
0 Why did many southern whites not own slaves?
0 Southern social structure and the beginnings of a Second Middle Passage (refer to our seminar on this
very important topic)
0 How did the south change during the early 1800s? (review the map)
0 Understand the debates of northerners and southerners on this very controversial issue
e Oregon settlement/claims; Treaty of 1818 to Treaty of 1846
e Mexican-American War (causes/results) and the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ¢ Turning point in US History?
e What was the Wilmot Proviso? What was popular sovereignty?
e Free Soil Party; Be familiar with the politics of this age and the important elections of 1844, 1848, 1852
e Gadsden Purchase
e California Gold Rush
e Compromise of 1850: Famous debates/speeches? Results? Problems? Most controversy?
e Significance of HFOfSet 2BQacheénAFt owe’ s
e Kansas-Nebraska Act: details/reactions/problems/significance
e Why did the Whig Party decline? Why did the Republican Party emerge? What was its platform with regards to
the slavery issue?
e Cuba-Ostend Manifesto debate; Foreign policy issues 1840s-1850s.
e Sectional problems in the late 1850s:
0 Dred Scott v. Sandford?
0 Problems in Kansas and the aftermath
0 Lincoln-Douglas debates, John Brown
e Know the four candidates for President in 1860 and what issue they supported (with regards to slavery).
e Why did the Lower South secede? Why did the Upper South secede?



Unit 6: Civil War and Reconstruction

e Know the advantages/disadvantages of both sides
e What did Lincoln do to keep the Border States in the Union?
e  Why did the Confederacy seek recognition from European nations?
e  Major turning point battles and campaigns:
0 EAST: Bull Run, Peninsular Campaign, Antietam, Gettysburg, Overland Campaign
0 WEST: River Warfare to Vicksburg, Atlanta to the Sea (Sherman)
e Lincoln’s Emanc igt@aléga affectl sigoificdnca fiorapdliticspdiplomacy and the war
e African-American service in the war
e Hard war strategy and how it was justified
e Economic/political results for the US after the Civil War? What difficulty did the US government have to address
once secession was effectively ended by war?
e Understand the overall difficulties with Reconstruction
e Freedman’s Bureau (purpose/ greatest achievement/ s
e What was Lincoln’s plan for Reconstruction?
o What was the Congressional plan for Reconstruction? Know the details of the clash between President Johnson
and Congress.
e What was Radical Reconstruction (or military reconstruction)?
e What did the 13", 14" and 15" Amendments guarantee?
e Sharecropping and difficulties with race relations during Reconstruction
e Have a basic understanding of the results of Reconstruction



