1(EJ] SOCIETY, POLITICS AND CULTURE OF THE GILDED AGE
American History Honors
2(2J] Unit Readings and Sequence
OText, Chapters 15-16
OPrimary Source Documents:
04.3 — Ida B. Wells
04.6 — Supreme Court on Granger Laws
04.9 — Anti-Immigration documents
04.10 — “Story of a Greek Peddler”
O5.1 — Jacob Riis
[OSequence note: This unit is organized differently than the textbook and utilized
outside information. Pay attention!
3(0)] The "New” Immigrants
Text, 15.1 and outside documents
(picture credit: Michael Broach, 3/2008)
4[] New wave of European immigration
[01870-1920: 20 million Europeans
[O"Birds of passage”
OWho came?
OWhy leave Europe?
OWhat made America attractive?
ODifficult journey, some in “steerage”
Interactive Chart
5[] West Coast Immigration
OChinese immigration
OGold rush / mining
[OJapanese immigration
OFirst, to Hawaii > 1898 annexation of HI - mainland
0200,000 on West Coast by 1920
OWest Indies and Mexico
OImmigrants from the Caribbean seek industrial jobs
OMexican immigration after 1910 political turmoil
6(0)) Immigration Centers
Ellis Island
Angel Island
7(E)) Immigration Centers, continued
[IEllis Island (chief immigration port, though several others)
OPhysical exams; inspectors check legal documents
001892-1924 — approx. 17 million immigrants
OJAngel Island (mostly Asian immigrants)
OHarsh interrogation and long detentions
OOnce ashore...

OImmigrants must find work and homes and learn American ways - look for other

immigrants
OHow were these “new” immigrants different from the old?
8(2J) The Return of Nativism
OWhy nativism returns...
OReligious issues
OAmerican Protective Association
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OImmigration Restriction League
[OLiteracy tests?
OOWestern problems - Chinese Exclusion Act 1882
= OJapanese segregation in SF 1906 - Gentlemen’s Agreement (1907-1908)
9
10(J] Positive Responses to Immigration
O(From Text, 15.2)
[OSocial welfare reformers & Social Gospel movement
[OSettlement Houses
OEducational, cultural, social services
OHelp with job, personal and financial problems
[Jane Addams & Ellen Gates Starr — Hull House (1889)
OPolitical machine influence (i.e. Tammany Hall)
11(=)) Urban Growth and Problems
Text 15.2
12(J] Cities & Immigrants
CRise of industrialization — pull factor
OEthnic neighborhoods and conditions
OSupport and social services
OEducation/Americanization movement
13(=J) Urban Opportunities and Problems
[OSafety valve? Farm laborers out of work or busted farmers
[OMovement by African-Americans
ORESULT: Competition for jobs
OHousing Problems
OBoarding houses, row houses
OTenements
[OMass Transit
OWater Problems
14(] safety
Valve?
15(J] Urban Problems, continued
[OSanitation (eventually, sewer lines)
OCrime
OFire — largest threat to cities
OChicago: http://www.chicagohs.org/fire/conflag/pic0576.html
OJacksonville:
http://www.floridamemory.com/PhotographicCollection/photo _exhibits/jacksonvillefi
re_intro.cfm
o
u]
16(=J) Politics of the Gilded Age
Text, 15.3
Presidents DVD Series
Image source: http://www.mrrena.com/2003/sociall.shtml
17(=] Major Themes
OThis segment will be covered by a handout and the Presidents DVD Series (Hayes >
Cleveland/24)
[OPay close attention to these major themes:
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DOPolitical machines in the cities
DOPolitical corruption and graft
OPatronage politics (spoils system) > reform
OSurplus issue and the “Billion-Dollar Congress”
DOTariffs and currency debate... leading to Panic
OHow to deal with the South and segregation?
DOAgrarian problems and the Populist movement
18(J) Thoughts to Ponder
OWhy did the politics of the Gilded Age sink so low?
OWhy was the political system so slow to respond to the economic grievances of
farmers and workers?
OWhat enabled such a large amount of corruption?
19(J] Life at the Turn of the Century
Text, 16.1, 16.2, 16.4
Outside sources
Picture: Flat Iron Building, New York City (taken 3/2008 MB). Originally constructed in
1902
20(EJ] Technology and City Life
OGrowth of cities and business
[OSteel and invention of elevators - skyscrapers
OElectric Transit: streetcars (eventually, elevated trains and subways)
OSuspension bridges
OUrban planning/parks
O
21[CJ] New Technologies
[J1890 — Literacy Rate at 90%
OGrowing demand for newspapers, books, magazines (new methods of production
lower cost)
COWhat was being printed? (Yikes!)
OPhotography — 1888 George Eastman’s Kodak Camera (creates photojournalism
industry)
ODecember 17, 1903 - Kitty Hawk, North Carolina — Wright Brothers Airplane
OHow is this revolutionary?
22(C]) Educational Opportunities
OCompulsory education laws
OGrowth of kindergartens
01880: 62% white children, 34% black children in elementary schools
OGrowth of high schools — WHY?
OWhat were the main reasons for the expansion and improvement of public
education?
ORacial discrimination? Concept of “Americanization”
ORole of Catholic Schools ©
CONight school for adults; vocational opportunities
23(J] Higher Education
[11880-1920 — college enrollment quadrupled
[OResearch universities emerge
OProfessional law, medical schools emerge
OEntrance exams
OHigher Education for African-Americans?
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OBooker T. Washington’s idea (Tuskegee Industrial Inst.)
OWEB DuBois (Harvard graduate) - Niagara Mvmt.
24(CJ) Leisure Activities
OWhy did Americans have more leisure time now?
OAmusement Parks
OBicycling and Tennis
[OSpectator Sports
OBoxing
OBaseball — American pastime?
mNational League 1876
mAmerican League 1900
25(J) Spread of Mass Culture
[OMass Circulation Newspapers: Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst
[O“Yellow journalism”
OArt: realism (see Pojer’s PPT on the Ashcan School)
OEuropean abstract art
OPopular fiction
ODime novels
OMark Twain (Samuel Clemens)
[CONew galleries and libraries (philanthropy)
26(J) New business opportunities
ORetail shopping centers — Why?
ODepartment and chain stores
OAdvertising: periodicals, billboards, sides of buildings
OCatalogs and Rural Free Delivery (RFD)
27(cJ] Planning Note
Please bring your course reader to our next class. We will discuss a few primary
sources in groups.
28(CJ] The New South and Segregation
Text, 16.3 and outside information
Picture credit: http://www.ymicc.org/unmarked trail/board16.html
29(C]) New South
OFrom Henry Grady, Atlanta Constitution
OINew businesses and investments after Reconstruction
[CONew cities emerge
[ONew tourism
[O"Romance of Reunion”?
OSouth still economically behind
30[CJ] Voting Restrictions and Jim Crow
OHow southern states prevented blacks from voting
[Jim Crow Laws for segregation
OTypes of restrictions and racial etiquette
01883 CGivil Rights Cases
01896 Plessy v. Ferguson —"“separate but equal”
OOpposing discrimination (brief-will discuss in groups)
OBooker T. Washington
OWEB DuBois
Olda B. Wells
31 (] Discrimination, continued




[OViolence in the South
OSouthern social structure after Reconstruction
OOutside the South:
OMexican Workers in the Southwest
ODiscrimination against Chinese - Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
32(J) Group Activity
Groups will be divided based on three document sets:
*Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) case
*Booker T. Washington
*W.E.B. DuBois
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