
American History Honors     Paper Assignment 4 (Research) 
Mr. Broach, 2011-2012      Political Compromises leading to Civil War 
DUE: Monday, December 5, 2011 no later than 7:50 AM* 

This assignment will count twice in the writing category. 

Analyze the effectiveness of political compromise in reducing sectional tensions, 
1820 to 1861. 

General Ideas to Consider: 
 

 What formal political compromises were made (or at least attempted) from 
the Missouri Compromise in 1820 to the outbreak of Civil War in 1861? 

 What major events have we covered that can be linked to sectionalism and 
the debate on slavery? 

 Remember that not every political compromise or event has to be solely 
related to slavery; it could be related to economics or westward expansion.  
Also, “political compromise” does not simply refer to Missouri 
Compromise, Compromise of 1850, etc.  It can also include actions that 
were taken to prevent controversy or disunion.  (We will have an activity in 
class to review all of the events that could be included here) 

 When planning your paper, formulate your main idea (or thesis) first.  Were 
compromises in avoiding civil war, or at least, a bitter political debate 
effective at first, and then not effective later?  Why?  What caused the Civil 
War to eventually be unavoidable?  You should answer these basic questions in your introduction, and then 
allow your supporting paragraphs to prove your argument. 

 In planning your supporting paragraphs, deal with one compromise or event/period at a time.  Consider: 
o What was the issue? (give specific facts – dates, people, places, etc – your evidence!) 
o What was the compromise? (could be formal “compromise” legislation, or just a way of avoiding heated 

debates) 
o Was this effective?  Would it lead to later problems? (this is your analysis!) 

 As you plan these supporting paragraphs, remember to keep your paper in chronological order.   
 
Format: 
Your paper should include:   (SEE THE WRITING ADVICE HANDOUT ONLINE!!!) 

 A clear thesis that addresses the effectiveness of political compromise in reducing sectional tensions – see notes 
above; 

 Supporting paragraphs that include evidence (specific facts, events – with dates) and analysis (effectiveness of a 
particular compromise, significance of a historical event covered, link to the thesis); 

 A conclusion that effectively wraps-up the argument without being repetitive; 

 A works cited page in proper MLA format. 
Other requirements: 

 All sources should be cited in-text and on the works cited page.  Any information gained from an outside source, 
whether quoted or not, must be properly cited. 

 Margins should be set at 1” on all four sides; 

 Standard fonts should be used and set at a rating of 10-12 points (no higher); 

 The paper should be typed and double-spaced, and no more than six (6) pages of text. 

 Spelling/Grammar: As a junior in an honors course, you are expected to be able to write well.  Proofread! 
 
Sources: 

 The textbook must be used as a source 

 At least two (2) outside secondary sources must be used (at least one of which should be a print source not 
gained from the internet) 

 At least one (1) primary source should be researched 

Events to include/consider: 
 Missouri Compromise 1820 
 Nullification Crisis / 

Compromise Tariff 1833 
 Understanding of major 

events, debates, abolitionism 
in the 1830s-1840s 

 Mexican-American War 
(examples/significance) 

 Compromise of 1850 
 Major events of the 1850s 
 Kansas-Nebraska Act 1854 
 Dred Scott decision 1857 
 Why secession could not be 

avoided by 1861 



 
GRADING RUBRIC: 
 
Outstanding Paper 
Grade received (most effective Ą least effective within category): 100 95 

 Paper has a clear and developed thesis that analyzes the sectional issues from 1820-1861 and the effectiveness 
of political compromises leading to the outbreak of Civil War.  Major concept questions on the instructions page 
are answered effectively as main ideas for the paper. 

 Supporting paragraphs include substantial historical evidence that deals with the issues, the compromises, and 
the effectiveness.  Evidence includes specific facts, dates, etc. 

 Enough evidence is covered effectively for the entire time period, 1820-1861. 

 Supporting paragraphs include substantial analysis that illustrates how compromises were/were not effective, 
how/why they succeeded or failed, and how by 1861 the Civil War could not be avoided through political 
compromise. 

 The paper is well organized, well written, and does not include major grammatical errors; Research sources are 
used appropriately. 

 
Excellent Paper 
Grade received (most effective Ą least effective within category): 92 90 88 

 Most of the components listed above are met, but some areas are not covered effectively (as noted) 

 Paper does have a clear thesis, although it could be more developed; Either a few key pieces of evidence or 
analysis are missing 

 May have some minor grammatical errors; uses research sources appropriately. 
 
Good Paper 
Grade received (most effective Ą least effective within category): 85 82 80 

 Paper does have a thesis that offers some analysis as to the sectional issues of the time period and some 
attempts at compromise, though not fully developed (see A paper rubric or instructions page) 

 Some relevant evidence is covered throughout the paper, though some key pieces of information are not 
addressed 

 Some relevant analysis is made, though the paper may be missing key information or evidence may not always 
be linked to the main idea (thesis). 

 Paper is mostly well organized and well written; most research sources used effectively 

 May/may not have imbalance or slight inaccuracies that do not affect the overall argument 
 
Fair Paper 
Grade received (most effective Ą least effective within category): 78 75 72 70 

 Paper has an introduction, but no clear or developed thesis that presents a main idea for the entire topic 

 Major pieces of evidence or key analysis are missing (as noted) 

 May have organizational or writing problems; may be missing research sources or not used effectively. 

 May contain significant historical inaccuracies 
 
Poor:  Missing too many pieces of information or analysis to effectively address the topic; or too many major historical 
inaccuracies to be considered an adequate historical analysis 
   Grade received (depending on effectiveness): 68 65 62 60 
 
Failing Papers:  Incomplete (score depends on completeness): 50 40 30 20 
 Paper fails to meet the requirements of the assignment or is completely off-topic 
 
Score Deductions: 1 point for each major spelling/grammatical/proofreading error  
   3 points for each formatting error    
   20 points off for each day late 


