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Sectional Tensions, 1820 – 1861 

** Please do not write on this copy ** 

 
In groups, your assignment is to analyze the primary source documents below and determine the following: 
 
� Who is the author? 
� What time period is this from? 
� What is the intent?  Is there a message to a particular audience? 
� What historical event is this related to? 
� How does this particular document reflect sectional tensions? 
 
The purpose of doing this type of activity is to draw on your knowledge of the antebellum period leading to the Civil War 
(our class discussions since early October), and to help you brainstorm for your research paper. 
 
You should not split up the work for this assignment.  Instead, discuss each document as a group so as to benefit 
from everyone’s input.  Have one member of the group write down the answers to the questions for each document. 
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DOCUMENT 5 
 

 

 



DOCUMENT 6 
 

 
 
Names below characters: 
 
 Douglas  Pierce        Buchanan Cass



DOCUMENTS 7 & 8 
 

 
 
DOCUMENT 9 
 
Thomas Jefferson, 
Letter to Congressman John Holmes of Massachusetts (April 22, 1820) 
 
I thank you, dear sir, for the copy you have been so kind to send me of the letter to your constituents on the Missouri 
question.  It is perfect justification to them.  I had for a long time ceased to read newspapers, or pay any attention to public 
affairs, confident they were in good hands… But this momentous question, like a firebell in the night, awakened and filled 
me with terror.  I considered it at once as the knell of the union.  It is hushed, indeed, for the moment.  But this is a 
reprieve only, not a final sentence.  A geographical line, coinciding with a marked principle, moral and political, once 
conceived and held up to the angry passions of men, will never be obliterated; and every new irritation will mark it deeper 
and deeper. 


