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George Washington taking the oath of office;

Federal Hall, Wall St., New York City
(Picture taken 3/30/2008 MB)
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U.S. Treasury Bldg.
12/30/2002 (MB)




The First Political Parties
FEDERALISTS

Strong national government

Fear of mob rule

Loose construction (interpretation)
of the Constitution

Favored national bank

Economy based on manufacturing
and shipping

Supporters: lawyers, merchants,
manufacturers, clergy
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Limited national government

Fear of rule by one person or a
powerful few

Strict construction (interpretation)
of the Constitution

Opposed national bank

Economy based on farming

Supporters: farmers, tradespeople
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