Two Views of Columbus
Class Discussion Questions

Question 1: What responsibility do historians have for accurately representing the truth? Can the
truth be relative or is it absolute — are these examples of relativity or outright lying — which one
do you believe is closer to the truth?

Question 2: What perspective does Zinn take with regard to Columbus, what evidence does he
site, and how does he support his position? Do you find his arguments convincing? Which of his
arguments do you think has the most credibility?

Question 3: What perspective does Schweikart / Allen take with regard to Columbus, what
evidence do they site, and how do they support their position? Do you find their arguments
convincing? Which of their arguments do you think has the most credibility?

Question 4: What are some other examples in American history that you can think of, that might
lend itself to this kind of dichotomy (i.e., opposed views and interpretations)?

Question 5: What does society owe to its past figures?
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